The Specialist @ Nunthorpe

Issue No. 4 May 2009

Welcome to The Specialist @ Nunthorpe; the last half-term has provided us with much to
celebrate, some great opportunities and lots to look forward to. In issue No. 4 you will read
about events and activities that have seen the work of our specialist areas diversify and
‘touch’ many different areas of school life. In the previous edition we promised to report back

on our nomination for ‘Most Enterprising School’ at the recent Showcase awards; we were
delighted to reach the panel’s shortlist of six schools but lost out in the end to Redcar
Community College who ran out worthy winners.

As always, a huge thanks to our ever growing band of contributors: Mr Ing, Mr Purcifer, Miss
Coupland, Miss Brown, Mr Crofts, Mr Thompson, Mrs Blacklock, Mr Duffill, Chelsea Jewson
and Mrs Sinclair — if you would like to get involved with the production of the newsletter
please drop me a line at dyates@ nunthorpe.co.uk

Enjoy!

An Enterprising Goal

During the Easter Break Mr Purcifer led the school’s very first football tour to Villarreal in Spain.
Nunthorpe’s first European adventure proved to be a once in a lifetime experience for the Under 13
and 16 teams who were fortunate enough to be invited on the trip. Prior to leaving for the trip Mr
Purcifer, ably supported by a number of SPORT teachers, students and parents organised fund raising
events ranging from bag-packing, to a ‘sportathon’ and even a Virgin Vie party in order to subsidise the
cost for the families of our budding football stars. The boys enjoyed some first rate coaching from the
club’s academy staff, watched an enthralling game from La Liga and also ended the tour unbeaten —
both teams won the two games they played against Spanish opposition. Mr Bayston and Mr Purcifer
unbeaten in Europe — | know two or three other North East football managers who would love to be
able to say the same!
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Mathematics “Impossible?” Video
Conference

Wednesday 22nd April saw 15 of our
Year 8 and 9 G&T Mathematics students
participate in a Video Conference
entitled “Impossible?”. The VC saw
Nunthorpe link up with 4 other schools
from the UK and the event was
organised by Mathematicians from the
University of Cambridge. The aim was to
challenge the student’s beliefs about
what they deemed to be impossible and
to show them that with a little “thinking
outside the box” things aren’t always as
they seem.

The 5-hour VC included various group
activities in which the students had to
debate their beliefs and ideas on many
mathematical and non-mathematical
subjects and develop ways of presenting
their ideas in order to create convincing
arguments. The student feedback was
extremely positive and all agreed that the
opportunity for such intellectual debate
was extremely rewarding and
educational.
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Changing Rooms

A ‘Changing Room'’s style challenge organised
by Coast & Country provided our enterprise
group with their most recent opportunity to
scoop another regional prize;

The all-girl team of Rebecca Readman, Megan
lley, Tamsin Hatfield and Chloe Hayes (pictured
here with representatives from The R&C
Enterprise team, Coast & Country and
Nunthorpe School) wowed the panel of judges
with a modern, fresh, corporate design and their
confident and professional presentation.

It was fantastic to hear how impressed the
judges were and the girls not only bagged
prizes for themselves but also a year-long
enterprise support package from Coast &

Country.
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NUNTHORPE MASTER CLASSES

Science Master Classes

The Science Faculty has been very busy running various master classes so far this term which
have proved to be extremely popular. Topics this term have included ‘Bones’ - which elicited the
following response - “ | really enjoyed it, it was very i
Anthropology. | really enjoyed identifying the sex of a skeleton by looking at the skulla n d  handp
Rockets. As you can see this class was equally popular and students fed back that the session

was Brilll Mint! Fab and Amazing and also identified that they had learned a great deal about
pressure and forces.

ICT Gifted and Talented students in years 8 and 9 have been involved in expanding on their web
design skills and embarking on some advanced website design. The classes run after school (3-
4pm) in the ELZ have seen over 40 students taking part. Students were invited to attend a group
which is exploring and building on skills in website design. This group aims to give these students
the chance to use advanced skills, (such as creating professional graphics and including
multimedia) then liaise with local businesses to include Enterprise by offering professional
websites to these businesses.

Primary Engineering

A group of || Year 6 students have been taking part in

Primary Engineering for an hour every week; they have

been involved in building a range of exciting buggies. Buggy
one was powered by air using balloons and all the students
took part in a race to see whose buggy travelled the most
distance. The second buggy was powered by elastic and
the students create crazy designs to make their buggy
individual to them. The program is very fun and exciting; it
also gives the Year 6 students an insight into secondary

school Design and Technology.
Miss M Coupland, ACDL Technology
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Nunthorpe Ryder Cup 2009.

The Ryder Cup is a worldwide event and it is coming to
Nunthorpe School later this year (location yet to be
decided). The Ryder Cup matches involve various
match play competitions between players selected from
two teams of twelve (in this situation the two teams of
twelve will be teachers vs. students). Currently the

matches consist of eight four ball matches and 12
singles matches. Any money raised will all go to charity
which will be Zoe’s Place. As this is a charitable event
we would like any volunteers to come forward in the
forthcoming weeks. Notices will be given out in tutor
time so keep your eyes and ears open.

Chelsea Louise Jewson Yr9
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Celebrating Our Specialism

Last half term began with our inaugural ‘Specialism Week'. Staff across all faculties worked to plan,
prepare and deliver a whole raft of exciting lessons which demonstrated the links between Science,
Business Enterprise and Maths under the umbrella theme of ‘The Environment’. Subjects covered

ranged from The environmental impact of WW1 (History) to Investigating intelligent materials (DT).

Work Experience Interviews

As our Year 10 student’s preparation for their work experience gathers pace, Mrs Sinclair (Director of
Work Experience) arranged a day-long interview marathon! 15 volunteers from our local community
interviewed approximately 270 hopeful students. The day was a huge success as the students utilised
the business and enterprise skills honed in PSYCCHE to attempt to secure their first choice placement.

Work Experience week takes place during the w/c July 6" - good luck Year 10.

Look out for.....

e Year 7 Animation Club rm 45 every Tuesday 3-4.30
Young Engineers Showcase Event featuring ASIMO ‘the world’s most human robot’ June 23"
Science, BIE and Maths Master Classes — across the Summer term, as advertised in faculties

AND
¢ Nunthorpe does ‘The Apprentice’

[N Iy Mf'lr SRoe

& Spacialist :&cuarm:s Businass & nt:en}p«ﬂsa Schoal




