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Enterprise Week (November 16th-20th) is a national annual event in the school calendar and is 

designed to encourage students to show their Enterprise skills by creating a business. The Make 

Your Mark Challenge is a core element of the week whose aim is to give students the opportu-

nity to compete against  each other in carrying out the Challenge brief.  

All schools are encouraged to actively support the students entering the Make Your Mark Chal-

lenge which starts the week and this yearõs Challenge saw more schools, more teams and more 

students enter then ever before.  

Our school entered two teams (see above) with five students from Year 10 (on the left) and six 

students from Year 12 (on the right). The brief this year was òLet local inspiration lead you to a 

ôcoolõ creationó.  This had to be a profitable business project that had minimal impact on the en-

vironment and the inspiration for the business idea had to come from the local area. 

This year 73,000 students from all over Britain entered the Challenge and both our teams won 

through to the Regional Finals in their respective categories. They both had to compete against 

9 other teams with the winner taking part in the National Finals in London. Unfortunately nei-

ther team won through to London but they both achieved a great deal in reaching the Regional 

Finals. Congratulations to all the students involved! 

After a wintry start to the New Year we have much to celebrate and look forward to. The 

Module exams took place in spite of the weather and we received good news at the end of 

last term in that funding had been granted for the Fruit Garden Project. 

 (see page 4 for details).  
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'Spreading disease' 

Fifteen Year 10 students attended this G&T 
Master Class and took part in testing the 

effectiveness of different soaps in removing 

bacteria from their hands. 

They practiced Aseptic technique and were 

introduced to A level work as well as being 

shown: 

�x�� How to prepare and pour agar 

plates 

�x�� How to make a spread plate of 

bacteria 

�x�� How to dispose of the plates 

They looked at how bacteria can be spread 

and various ways to reduce the spread of 

infection. Everyone enjoyed the Class and 

were especially interested in seeing how  

Biology practicals are prepared in the school 

by Mr Colin Wood (Biology technician). 

Plastic from Potatoes! 

Year 8 students experimenting by making plastic from 

potatoes. The practical activity is complex and the stu-

dents did very well to obtain good results.  They also dis-

cussed the environmental impact of plastic when it is dis-

posed of incorrectly.  

Comments from students; 

òIt was good fun and interesting 

what you can do with potatoes!ó 

òIt made me think more about 

the effect of plastic on the envi-

ronmentó 

ò...made me think I might like to do AS level 

Biology after doing this Master classó 

Dean Sharkey 


