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Dr Gavin Burnell (second from the left) from 

Leeds University spent 2 hours talking with Yrs 

10,11,12 and 13 students about Carbon Nano- 

technology as well as mapping out to them 

some of the careers and pathways that science 

A levels and a degree can lead to. The students 

now realise the wide range of jobs associated 

with science qualifications and how 

interdependent the employment market is. 

Gavin was able to bring the topic of science as 

a career to life with personal anecdotes and 

stories about the skills involved and gave the 

students a wider horizon to aim for. 

Student õs quotes; 

óIõve decided to choose Maths next year and it has motivated me even more to do welló 

Thomas Singh, Yr 12  

òI learned about Nanotechnology, the science behind it and itõs possibilities for the futureó Ian 

Williams, Yr 12   

Look out for.........Mark Leck a STEM ambassador  will be working with our GCSE students on 

the subject of Neutral networks. Pictures and stories from Science Week events. 

As spring approaches and the end of the school year peeps above the horizon our school is 

looking forward to the challenges with enthusiasm. We will be providing Easter holiday revi-

sion classes and the good news is we have been granted funding for an ôOutdoor Class-

roomõ (more on page 2). As you will read in this issue of The Specialist the students have par-

ticipated in many recent events and achieved a great deal they can be proud of. 

Carbon Nanotechnology Master class  



The Planting of the Fruit Garden  

With the help of students, staff  and LEGI  

the Fruit Garden was planted on Wednes-

day 24th February. The forecast for the day 

had been for snow but we were lucky and 

it turned out ideal weather for planting. Ap-

ple, Pear and Plum trees were placed 

around the perimeter fencing of the Sixth 

Form building and the playing fields.  

The students took an active part in the planting 

and they were shown how deep to dig the 

holes , how to add the special manure needed to 

give the trees a good start and then how to firm 

in the trees without damaging the roots. Finally 

they put a bark mulch around the area where 

each tree had been planted. The Fruit Garden, a 

not for profit business, will give students  an in-

sight into how food is grown and the inherent problems we face in food production. This is the 

start of a longer term project which will include students, parents and the wider community. 

We have been granted funding to set up an òAllotment Styleó garden which will consist of four 

raised beds, each 6ft by 3ft. The intention is to complement the fruit tree garden and the new 

beds will be planted with vegetables and herbs. There will be workshops for the students 

which will include soil preparation, planting schemes, crop rotation, composting and pest con-

trol. The students will then be responsible for maintaining the allotment and marketing the 

food produced. The aims of the project are to encourage the students to make more informed 

decisions regarding healthier eating, to provide them with the chance to taste home-grown 

fresh fruit and vegetables and to raise awareness of the sources of some of their food. Any 

parent or member of the community who would like to become involved in the project should 

contact Mrs Blacklock on (01642) 304 559. 

Future Leaders: Our second project has ten of our Yr10 students working with Colin 

Howes from Upsall Hall. They have had a site visit and walked the grounds and developed 

ideas and discussed the practicalities of making a nature trail including where to site Bird Hides.  


