
A Russell Group guide to making decisions about 
post ð16 education

2011

Have you made the right choices post - 16?



Dear Students and Parents

Making the right choices!

This booklet has been created using the advice received from the Russell Group Universities, regarding

Options choices made for study at both Key Stage 4 and 5.

Aims: To give you the facts about what the Russell Group Universities expect, and set as entry 
requirements, for potential students, from their KS4 and KS5 studies.

To assist you in making the right choices for your future study, if you are considering going 
onto study at University in the future.

To enable you to make informed decisions about option choices for your year 10, 11, 12 and 13 
study.

Warning: Not following this advice does not mean you will not be able to get into a university, but may 
mean that you cannot get into one of the Russell Group Universities, listed within this guidance.

Please use the final page of this guidance to:

(a) Record any questions you want to ask

(b) Research you need to complete 

(c) Changes you need to consider or discuss

(d) For K4 options see Mr D Page AHT KS4

For KS5 options see Mrs K Kell AHT KS5 or Ms Jackson, Head of TSFE Nunthorpe

Mrs K Kell
Sixth Form Director/AHT KS5



}Having the right information now will give 
you more options when the time comes.

}Will not guarantee you a place on your chosen 
degree course.

}Not only academic background taken into 
consideration, only one of several things to 
be taken into account.



} University of Birmingham
} University of Bristol
} University of Cambridge
} Cardiff University
} University of Edinburgh
} University of Glasgow
} Imperial College London
}Kingõs College London
} University of Leeds
} University of Liverpool
} London School of 

Economics and Political 
Science

} University of Manchester
} Newcastle University
} University of Nottingham
} University of Oxford
}Queenõs University 

Belfast
} University of Sheffield
} University of 

Southampton
} University College 

London
} University of Warwick



}Standard level qualifications are taken at around 
14 - 16 years of age, you know these as GCSEs.

}Advanced level qualifications are known as AS
and A levels (offered at Year 11, 12 and 13 at 
Nunthorpe ).

}Entry to university is mainly determined by 
advanced level results however standard level 
qualifications may be required for specific 
subjects.



}A- levels

}A- levels are made up of AS level and A2, each 
making up 50% of the A level grade.

}Universities will expect you to be taking four 
AS levels, three of which will be taken onto 
A2.



Option Blocks for Sep 2011

Yr 12 Curriculum 2011

Level 1 and 2 Provision

OCR Business and ICT

Child Care 

BTEC Travel and Tourism

Construction

Level 3 Provision

A B C D Twilight

Normanby Sixth Form

Maths AS Biology AS Chemistry AS Physics AS

English Literature AS OCR Business (S) English Language AS ICT AS

BTEC H and S (D) Maths AS Graphics AS Sociology AS

BTEC Sport (D) BTEC Counselling skills BTEC H and S (S) Psychology AS

BTEC Trav and Tour (D) BTEC Sport (S) OCR Business (D) CACHE Child Care L3

Media AS BTEC Trav and Tour (S) Art AS Applied Science AS

Geography AS Business Studies AS History AS

Drama AS I-Media L3

Nunthorpe Sixth Form

Maths AS Biology AS Chemistry AS Physics AS Fur Maths AS

English Literature AS Maths AS Product Design AS Sociology AS

Biology AS Psychology AS History AS Psychology  AS

Media AS French AS ICT AS Maths AS

Geography AS PE AS English Language AS Law AS

Philosophy and Ethics AS English Language AS BTEC H and S (S) German AS

Music AS Business Studies  AS Economics AS History AS

BTEC H and S (D) BTEC Perf Arts Gov/Politics AS CACHE Child Care L3

OCR Bus Lang English Literature AS Statistics AS

Yr 13 Curriculum 2011

Normanby Sixth Form

A B C D Twilight

Biology A2 Chemistry A2 Physics A2 Maths A2

OCR Business (S) English Language A2 Art A2 English Literature A2

Maths A2 Graphics A2 ICT A2 BTEC H and S (D)

BTEC Counselling skills BTEC H and S (S) Sociology A2 BTEC Sport (D)

BTEC Sport (S) OCR Business (D) Psychology A2 BTEC Trav and Tour (D)

BTEC Trav and Tour (S) CACHE Child Care L3 Media A2

Business Studies A2 Applied Science A2 Geography A2

History A2

Drama A2

I-Media L3

Nunthorpe Sixth Form

A B C D Twilight

Biology A2 Chemistry A2 Physics A2 Maths A2 Fur Maths A2

Maths A2 Product Design A2 Sociology A2 English Literature A2 Economics A2

Psychology A2 History A2 Psychology A2 Biology A2

PE A2 ICT A2 Maths A2 Media A2

English Language A2 English Language A2 Law A2 Geography A2

Business Studies A2 BTEC H and S (S) German A2 Philosophy and Ethics A2

History A2 Music A2

BTEC H and S (D)

This information can be accessed via the Sixth Form section of the school website, click on ôOption Blocksõ.



}The CACHE Diploma in Child Care 
and Education is a qualification focusing on 
knowledge and understanding of child 
development and education.

}This course enables you to become a fully 
qualified child care worker, also a route to 
some university courses.

}Check if the CACHE Diploma meets the entry 
requirements for your chosen course.



}Applied A - levels you will need very high 
grades indeed plus a high grade in an extra 
A- level.

}BTEC National Diploma ðsome universities 
will accept this on its own or combined with 
other qualifications ðhowever high grades 
are required.



}GCSE English is very often required at Grade 
C at least, however for science and 
engineering courses a grade B is needed.

}Mathematics is only slightly less commonly 
asked for, however a grade B is needed for 
Business and Psychology courses, and in 
some cases Sciences.

}From 2012 University College London 
requires a foreign language qualification.



}Applicants studying Medicine are usually 
required to have very good GCSE results in 
Maths, Science and English.



}Universities often look for applicants to have 
a GCSE in a modern or classical language.



}GCSE Maths grade B is often required.



}A grade B in Maths and sometimes Science is 
often required for a degree in Psychology.



}To study a science subject at university 
(including Biology, Chemistry or Physics) 
applicants who are not offering Maths at 
advanced level will often need to have 
achieved a grade C in Maths at GCSE.



}Are you good at the subject and have enjoyed 
it in the past.

}Do you know what the subject is actually 
about?

}Evidence that you are good enough to take 
the subject.

}Does your performance to date match your 
ambition?

}Each universityõs entry requirements are on 
the UCAS website .



This information can be accessed via the Sixth Form section of the school website, click on ôUCAS Guideõ.



}Some popular degrees will normally be open 
without any specific subject background, 
such as: -

}Accountancy, Anthropology, Archaeology, 
Business Studies, History of Art, Law, 
Management Studies, Media Studies, 
Philosophy, Politics, Psychology, Religious 
Studies, Sociology, Surveying.



}Facilitating subjects are subjects which give 
you the most options:

ÅMathematics and Further Maths

ÅEnglish

ÅPhysics

ÅBiology

ÅChemistry

ÅGeography

ÅHistory

ÅLanguages (Classical and Modern)



}If you wish to study Music or Art at university 
advanced level qualifications in Music or Art 
are usually required.



}Some Mathematics courses may require both 
Mathematics and Further Mathematics.



}Taking a subject from scratch can be a risk -
you may not enjoy the subject, or you will 
find it particularly difficult.

}Taking more than one new subject and you 
multiply the risk.

}If you choose the facilitating subject rather 
than the specialist subject you will still learn 
the specialist information but have greater 
university choices. 



}Generally ôhardõ subjects are more traditional 
subjects such as English, History, Physics,   
Chemistry and Maths.

}ôSoftõ subjects are usually vocational or 
practical bias such as Media Studies, Art and 
Design, Photography or Business Studies.

}Generally taking one ôsoftõ subject as part of 
a wider portfolio does not pose a problem in 
applying to the Russell Group universities.



}Why not think about your two favourite subjects 
from the facilitating subject list.

}If you plan to take more than one ôsoftõ subject 
some caution may be needed.

}Please call into the Sixth Form during any 
lunchtime, to speak to Ms Jackson, Mrs Kell or any 
of our Sixth Form students.


